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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT LOPEZ ON TERRITORIAL DISPUTE WITH VENEZUELA 

1. IN HIS JULY 20 SPEECH TO THE SENATE, LOPEZ TOUCHED ON 
RELATIONS WITH VENEZUELA AND FOCUSED ON THE DISPUTE OVER 
WATERS AND THE UNDERSEA PLATOFRM IN THE GULF OF VENEZUELA. 

HE EMPHASIZED COLOMBIA'S CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 
VENEZUELA AND REPEATED VERBATIM HIS REMARKS OF LAST YEAR 

IN WHICH HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE OVER REACHING ACCORD DURING 
HIS TERM OF OFFICE. THEN, IN A NEW PROPOSAL, LOPEZ SUGGESTED 
A "JOINT POLICY" TOWARD THIRD COUNTRIES AND SUGGESTED THE 
SHARED EXPLOITATION OF THE GULF OF VENEZUELA. 

2. THE PRESIDENT, SAID, "WHY NOT THINK ABOUT AND DECLARE TO 
THE WORLD ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT, IN ACCORD WITH AN OLD 
VENEZUELAN ASPIRATION. THE GULF OF VENEZUELA IS A HISTORIC 
BAY, A CONDOMINIUM OF THE TWO COASTAL STATES, COLOMBIA AND 
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BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, WHILE SHIPS OF 

OTHER FLAGS FISH IN THE REGION, FOR AN AFFIRMATION OF 

OUR COMMON INTERESTS... FRUIT OF OUR JOINT EFFORT. 

THE DELIMINATION OF THE AREAS, IN PROPORTION TO OUR 
RESPECTIVE PERIMETERS COULD LATER BE ADDED INTO THE 
SCHEME. AS I HAVE NOTED PREVIOUSLY, OUR CONDITION 
AS A COASTAL STATE IN THE GULF OF VENEZUELA DOES NOT 
ALLOW THAT COLOMBIA BE EXCLUDED FROM THE NORTHERN PART 
OF THE GULF". WHAT INCOMPATIBILITY IS THERE BETWEEN 
THE DECLARATION OF A COLOMBO-VENEZUELA CONDOMINIUM IN 
THE GULF AND A FUTURE DELIMINATION OF THE MARINE AND 
SUBMARINE AREAS IN THE INTERIOR OF THE GULF? 

3. COMMENT: THE PROPOSAL SEEMS AN IMAGINATIVE EFFORT 
TO SHOW FORWARD MOVEMENT IN THE SEA LIMITS DISPUTE WITHOUT 
COMPROMISING PRINCIPLE OR FUTURE POSITIONS. PRELIMINARY 
REACTIONS OF COLOMBIAN POLITICAL CIRCLES HAVE BEEN FAVORABLE. 
END COMMENT. 
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